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Questions Youth Are Asking Today • Mervyn Maxwell
HAVE A BABY OR ADOPT A BABY?
I see in the July issue where you
discuss having babies, with a
young woman who has only one
child. Why does she not adopt a
baby or little child? Surely, when
so many temptations (like dope)
confront young people, now is no
time to willfully have children. To
adopt some that are already here,
that is different. They need a home.
GOD OUT OF NOTHING?
I live in Rhodesia and enjoy
reading what you have to say.
Here is my question. How can God
not have had any parents? How
could He have created Himself?
And how can I believe in a God no
one has ever seen? Please reply.

You can't explain how the one
little cell that once was all there
was of you turned into the 60,000,
000,000,000 ( sixty thousand billion
—honest!) cells that you are now,
and here you are worrying about
how God came to be. Well, like
you, I don't know how God came
into existence. It's a perfect mystery to me; and sometimes, like you,
I worry about it a little.
But I don't worry very much.
How did the stars and earth get
here? Where did all the tons and
tons of "stuff" come from to make
them?
1. Did the material make itself
out of empty space? Then if mere
dead chemicals can create themselves out of nothing, why can't you
believe that an intelligent, living
Creator could make Himself just
as easily?
2. Or did the universe have to be

made by Somebody? Then that
Somebody can only have been God
—and so God must exist, whether
you and I can explain Him or not.
As for no one's having ever seen
Him, this isn't strictly true. Jesus
had seen Him, and He said He
Himself was so much like God that
it was as if anyone who had seen
Jesus had seen God. John 14:9.
REBAPTISM?
If someone is baptized without
knowing the full meaning of baptism, when he later finds out the
full meaning, does he or she need
to be baptized again, or is he or
she acceptable to Jesus without rebaptism?

Christians ought to receive deeper
understandings of God's truth every time they study their Bibles or

go to church. So if every advance
in truth makes rebaptism necessary,
good Christians should be rebaptized every weekend! Obviously
this is not necessary.
However, the Bible does present
a case where Paul rebaptized people after they had made an especially significant advance in their
understanding. Acts 19:1-7 says
that when Paul went to Ephesus he
found people who had been baptized in the belief that Jesus takes
away our sins ( John's baptism ), but
who had never been taught about
the Holy Spirit. After they understood and accepted Paul's important new light on the Spirit, they
were rebaptized "in the name of the
Lord Jesus."
GOOD GUY, BAD GIRL?

My question isn't from a youth,
but it is about one. When our son
was assigned to Korea, I thanked
DO YOU HAVE A QUESTION? God he had been spared Vietnam.
I had no idea how things would
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A. You could ( 1 ) keep on condemning and nagging at them, (2)
break up their home, ( 3 ) turn the
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babies into fatherless orphans, and
( 4 ) make your son hate you for the
rest of his life.
B. Or you could ( 1 ) recognize
that your son is now a married man,
( 2 ) forgive him, ( 3 ) to make him
happy, accept the woman he loves,
and ( 4 ) spoil those darling little
twins like a true grandmother.
I think your loving heavenly
Father, who forgave even the prodigal son, would recommend B. Love
"beareth all things, believeth all
things, hopeth all things, endureth
all things." 1 Corinthians 13:7.
P.S. On second thought, if your
kindnesses could lead your daughter-in-law to love you and then to
love your God, your wonderful son
could soon have a wonderful Christian wife.
HOW CAN I KNOW GOD?
I get your magazine in Liberia.
I want to ask, "How can I really
know God?" Sometimes I think you
just go to church and worship Him,
but this doesn't seem to be enough.
So please tell me what to do.

Do you have a picture of a pretty
girl you've never met? Suppose you
put it on the wall and once a week
sat down awhile to stare at it,
dreaming about what kind of girl
she might be. Would you really get
to know her?
To know God you've got to do
more than stare at Him ( in a worship service). You've got to read the
letters He writes and let Him talk
to you ( Bible study and listening
carefully to sermons ). And you've
got to do things with Him and go
places with Him. Jesus said, "Go
ye, therefore, into all the world,
. . . and lo, I am with you." Active
Christians mostly have their best
times with God when showing kindness to other people and witnessing
to them. I know I do.
WILLING TO BE MADE WILLING?
The kids I run around with go
to church and everything (oh, most
of the time). If you met them you'd
probably say they were true Christians. But it's all habit and no heart.
Or else they're afraid of their parents. When we're by ourselves at
parties they all use pot and stuff,
and on dates the boys can't think
of anything but you know what. I
don't think it's right, but I'm ter-

ribly tempted, and sometimes I've
nearly given in. The worst is, I'm
not sure I want to resist anymore.

My favorite devotional book says,
"You are not able, of yourself, to
bring your purposes and desires
and inclinations into submission to
the will of God; but if you are 'willing to be made willing,' God will
accomplish the work for you, . . .
`bringing into captivity every
thought to the obedience of Christ.'
2 Corinthians 10:5." Ellen G. White,
Mount of Blessing, p. 142.
When you think you want to be
bad, think again—and you'll hear
the Holy Spirit reminding you that
deep down where the real you lives
you do want to please Jesus and be
in control of yourself. In fact, you
wish God would make you "willing to be good," so that your desires
for good would become stronger
than your desires for evil.
That's all you need for a start!
You are willing to be made willing.
Tell God so, and He'll change your
attitude on the instant. You may
have to pray again five minutes
later; very well, do so.
I know it works. I've tried it
often.
DOOR-PRIZE GAMBLING?
I know it's wrong to gamble, but
would you please tell me if accepting a door prize is wrong? Our local grocery store gives its customers
slips with Toronto and Montreal
hockey scores on them, and if they
add up the right total, you could
win $100.00. Sometimes you can
put your name into a drawing for
a TV set. I've never won anything;
and I've lately begun to wonder if
this would be classed as a form of
gambling.

To gamble you must "risk" something.
Gambling is unwise because people usually lose the money they put
into it—and then get hooked, because the more they spend, the
more they are driven to spend, in
the hope of getting it back.
Receiving a door prize is quite
different. If your grocer wants to
give away a hundred dollars, at no
risk to you, that's his business.
Of course, if you're afraid that
you'll turn into a little old lady who
spends all her time collecting
hockey-score slips, . . . .
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Shattered dreams. Broken pieces. li
describes many lives. Maybe yours. If

the pieces in your life don't seem to fit,

it could be something's missing. Like a

puzzle, one missing piece blows it all.
But don't give up.

Thousands of people have felt the

same. And many found the answer. God

was missing in their lives. If He's not a

part of yours, give Him a chance! He
alone can put it all together.
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